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FINAL REJECTION 

1. Claims 1, 3-9,11-16 and 18-25 are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those applicable section of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in the prior Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 25 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. A computer system is 
claimed in claim 16, however claim 25 dependences on the program embodied in a 
computer readable medium. 

4. The rejection for claims 1 , 3-9, 1 1-16 and 18-22 are respectfully maintained to 
the extended that is applicable to the amended claims and reproduced hereinbelow for 
applicant's convenience. 

5. Claims 1, 3-9,11-16 and 18-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Naito (Naito), U.S. patent no. 5,875,345. 

As per claim 1 , Naito teaches a method of controlling access to functionality of a 
computer system [fig. 4], comprising: 

monitoring a plurality of operating system messages in the computer system for a 
message indicative of user activity [col. 8, lines 40-44, 59-65; col. 9, lines 29-35]; 
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entering a powersave mode after a first predetermined activity timeout duration 
has elapsed during which no user activity is detected, the powersave mode reducing an 
amount of electrical power consumed by a component of the computer system [col. 3, 
line 63-col. 4, line 2; col. 4, lines 15-17]; 

entering a lock mode after a second predetermined activity timeout duration has 
elapsed during which no user activity is detected, following entry into the lock mode, the 
lock mode restricting use of the computer system until a specified security input is input 
into the computer system [col. 4, lines 15-23, 44-46; col. 10, lines 7-9]; and 

wherein, following entry into the powersave mode but before the second 
predetermined activity timeout duration has elapsed, a user action other than the 
specified security input reactivates the computer system for use from the powersave 
mode [col. 4, lines 21-23; col. 10, lines 21-24]. 

As to claims 3 and 4, inherently, Naito teaches of running a user action timer and 
resetting the user action timer upon detection of user activity [col. 9, lines 9-1 1 , 61-65]. 

As per claim 5, Naito teaches of logging a current time for comparison against a 
subsequent time to derive an elapsed time during which no user activity is detected [fig. 
5; col. 9, line 63-col. 10, line 3]. 

As per claim 6, inherently, Naito teaches of the first activity timeout duration and 
the lock activity timeout duration are user definable [col. 1, lines 59-60; col. 4, lines 27- 
30]. 
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As per claim 7, Naito teaches that the powersave mode is a standby mode during 
which contents of a volatile memory of the computer system remain volatile [col. 1 , lines 
56-58; col. 2, lines 56-60]. 

As per claim 8, Naito teaches that second activity timeout duration is greater than 
the first activity timeout duration [col. 3, line 64-col. 4, line 4; col. 9, lines 63-66]. 

As per claim 23, Naito teaches of generating a user interface that allows a user 
to separately disable the entry [a user programmable value] into the powersave mode 
and the entry into the lock mode [col. 4, lines 25-31; col. 10, lines 4-6 

As to claims 9-15 and 24, Naito teaches the claimed method of steps. Therefore, 
Naito teaches the claimed program embodied in computer readable medium for carrying 
out the method of steps. 

As to claims 16-22 and 25, Naito teaches the claimed method of steps. 
Therefore, Naito teaches the claimed system for carrying out the method of steps. 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 2/3/2005 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

7. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that Naito does not disclose or 
suggest of monitoring operating system messages in the computer system for message 
indicative of a user activity. 

8. The examiner respectfully submits that applicant's position is not persuasive. 
Naito teaches of monitoring operating system messages in the computer system for 
message indicative of a user activity [col. 8, lines 40-44, 59-65; col. 9, lines 29-35, 
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emphasis added, "during the normal operation of the OS monitors the user input..."]. 
Also see rejection above. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 1 
706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chun Cao whose telephone number is 571-272-3664. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chun Cao 




Feb. 22, 2005 



